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| IF Can ſcarce think it worth my while, or 
I yours, (my good Brethren,) that I ſhould 
now Wes much Time in any long gene- 


ul Exhorration, to your Diligent and Conſci- 


entious Performing the — COD on 
ou, as you are the Mini ters OD, as 
Laled 3 Fo to the Hilo yu Lord Tarr 
2 Order of this Excellent Church Eng- 
Did 1 find, there were here any abſolute Need 
to uſe many Words towards the gp; your 
Care in the ſeveral Adminiſtrations of your 
i yet, I am perſuaded, I my ſelf 
might well ſpare my- own Labour, and your 
. A 2 Patience, 


4 


The Biſbop of Rocheſter's 


—— 


— — — 


tunes, and moſt fly applied to this Purpoſe, 
the Venerable Compilers of our Publick Litur- 


Patience, on this Subject; ſince all that Kind 
of wholeſome Advice has been already ſo very 
ſufficiently, and ſo much better given you, in 
Arguments deduced our of the Holy Scri 


gy, in the Forms 


_— for the — 


of Deacons and Prief PS 


: tially urg d; the bleſſed Fruits, and everlaſting 


| Charge, a Biſhop could give to his 
rh oo os ar 


fied; the Neceſſity of adorning your Doctrine 


Rewards of well-attending it, and the extrem 


Dangers of neglecting it, are ſo juſtly ampli- 


by an innocent, virtuous and pious Life of 
your own, towards the Rendring it efficacious 
on the Lives of others, is ſo pathetically in- 
forcd; that, I am confident, the very beſt 
erp» 


mories, as I now do moſt . to 
yours, thoſe very ſame Queſtions and Anſwers, 


thoſe very fame Promiſes and Vows, as you 
ought to Eſteem them, wherewith every one 
4 . 


1 


of 


Diſcourſe to his Clergy. 
of you did moſt ſolemnly charge his Conſci- 
ence, at the Time of your Admiſſion into Ho- 
J proſeſs, I cannot, nor, I believe, can the 
Wit of Man, invent any more proper Method 
of Inſtruction to Men in your Circumſtances, 
from a Man in mine, than to Exhort you all 
dd 7 1 and Meditation 
upor e man t Obligations you 
hs ſeemed 2 chearfully * lay 
on your ſelves. . 5 
Whence there could not but enſue (by 
GOD' Blefling) a firm Reſolution in your 
Minds to endeavour the Performance of 
and a Holy Perſeverance in thoſe Endeayours, 
and in Concluſion, the happy Effects of all on 
your ſelves, and the Flocks committed to you: 
That by thus Meditating on theſe — and 
giving your ſelves _— to them, your Profiting 
1 „ that by taking Heed 10 
your ſelves, 1 12 5 —_— 
in them, Wes, ana 
K hr ” 


Wherefore 1 2 cid has hen 
a Biſhop's proper in ſuch Meetings as 
this, I hope, is or may be fo eaſily ſhortned 
for me, by you your ſelves, by your Having 
Recourſe to a Rule fo well known, and fo ob- 


vious 


mt 
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* vious to you, in a Book, which ought ſcarce 


ever to be out of your Hands; I ſhall the ra- 
ther, at this Time, purpoſely omit the Preſcri- 
bing you ny Admonitions, touching the 
Matter and Subſtance of the Duties of your Sa- 
_ cred Function. Inſtead of them, I ſhall only 
offer you ſome few familiar Conſiderations, 
which may ſerve as ſo many friendly and bro- 
_ therly Advices, concerning, chiefly, the Man- 
ner and ay of performing ſome of the Prin- 
_ Cipal Offices of you Mini. 
And, I truſt in GOD, that if theſe Advices 
| ſhall be as carefully examined, and, if you find 
them uſeful, as induſtriouſſy obſerved by you, 
as they are —_ intended by me, they may, 
in ſome ſort, enable you to do laudably, and 


with Commendation, the ſame Things, which, 


I hope, you already do, without juſt Excep- 
Only, in this Place, let me premiſe once for 
all, That whatever Inſtructions I ſhall now give 
you, I intend them not only as Directions to you, 
t eſpecially to my ſelf. As indeed, in all 
Matters that come under Deliberation, he 
ought to be eſteemed no good Counſellor, who 
is very ready and e giving, but averſe 
from receiving the ſame Counſel, as far as it 
may be alſo proper for himſel 6 
1 | 
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The firſt Advice I preſume to ſet before 
your View, ſhall relate to the Manner of doing 
our Part, in all the ordinary Offices of the 
Publick Liturgy. | 
As to that, it is my earneſt Requeſt, That you 
would take very much Care, and uſe extraor- 
dinary Intention of Mind, to perfect your 
ſelves in a on, 14 — accurate, _ 
ing Wa Reading and Adminiſtring then 
Jo hare Oc =P perhaps, at firſt 
A jon, which ſome, at firſt 
Ira and 
ordinary Concernment: Yet, if I am not much 
deceiv d, it will be found of exceeding Moment 
and Conſequence in it's Practice; and of ſin- 
gular Ul is towards the Railing of Devo- 
tion in any C 2 piouſly inclined: 


When your weekly, or rather daily Labours 
of chis Kind ſhall 8 I mean, 
not with a meer formal or artificial, but with 
ſuch a grave, unaffected Delivery of the Words, 
as (if the Defeft be not in our ſelves) will, 
indeed, naturally flow from a right and ſerious 
C ing of their Senſe. = 
18 herefore, take my Mind a-right in 

this Particular. I do not only mean, that you 

ſhould be very Punctual in Reading the Com- 

mon Prayer Book, as the Law requires; that is, 


— En 


— ——— 


peaceable a” 
tend. is ſomething higher, and more excellent; 


tions. 


Spirit, whereof they are capable: Which Cer- 
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not only to do it conſtantly, and entirely in 
each Part, without any Maiming, Adding to, or 
Altering of it, that fo * Prayers, In- 
terceſſions, and giving 9 b _ made, by 
you, for all Men: For Kings, and for all that 
are in Authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
fe in all Godlineſs aud Honeſty. 
If you do not fo, you are liable to a Legal 
Wien But my Aim now is, 
not meerly to prevent that, or to provide only 

| ing the Law. What I in- 


ſomething, that you cannot be puniſhed for, 


in any reaſonable Perfection, it will redound | 


to the unſpeakable Benefir of your Congrega- 


The Purpoſe then of this my plain Motion 
to you is, in ſhort, to beſeech you all to em- 
rr ing the pub- 
ick and private Reading of all your Offices, as 
the Uſe of any of them ſhall occur, diſtinctiy, 
gravely, affectionately, fervently; ſo as every 
where to give them all that Vigour, Life and 


tainly is as ; as in any human Writings 
. be noe wanting to them in 


—  —_—_ 


— en - 
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The Truth is, whatever ſome may imagi 
to the contrary, ſuch a compleat and conſum- 
mate Faculty of Reading the Common Prayer, 


ty, as well as Uſe, that I am fully 
convinced, it very well deſerves to have ſome 
Place among our conſtant Studies; at leaſt in 
the firſt Initiation into our Miniſtry, if not 
throughout the whole Courſe of it. 

I could heartily wiſh, it were altogether 
needleſs for me to lay ſo much Streſs on this 


Advice as 1 do. Yet, I hope, I may do it wich- 


out Offence; ſince it is not with Deſign of cen- 
ſuring any particular Mens Failings or Defici- 


may all ftrive to attain not only to a Medio- 
crity, but to an Excellency in this Kind: Which, 


in my ſmall Judgment, can never be done, un- 
leſs we make this Duty a Buſineſs by ir 


ſelf, and aſlign it a ſpecial Place among out 
it ſelf : 


other Eccleſiaſtical Studies. 

It cannot be denied, but the Church 
has provided for this with all imaginable Cir- 
cumſpection ; having ſolemnly enjoined ever 
Clergy-Man, beſides the Times of: his Publick 

Miniſtry, to read ſome very conſiderable Parts 

53 I DO” 

exce indi Bu- 

4 5 B f By 


monſtrare, & ſentio tantum, is of ſo 
rg, ts well asf ball 


encies, but only for the Publick Good; that we 


— 
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By which wiſe Injunction, tho, no Doubt, 
the Church intended primarily to produce and 
8 in the _ - it's _— a 
Frame of Spirit per ſerious your: 
Yer, if — be . with a 
portionable Regard to the Manner, as well as 
to the Matter, of our Publick Prayers, this o- 


ther Advantage of Well Reading, what is ſo 
often to be read, will follow of Courſe, and 
by neceſſary Conſequence. 


It ſeems 5 = Way of 
performing outward Acts ligion, 
2 wonderful an Influence towards pear 

ing the inward Effects of it, on our Hearts and 

Conſciences, that I cannot but think we can 

never be too laborious in preparing and exer- 

ciſing our Thoughts, and even our very Voi- 
ces, in private, for a publick Service of ſo 

5" is true, we generally value and eſteem 

Preaching, as our great Privilege and Honour. 

And ſo far we are in the Right. But we are 

not ſo, if we look on the Reading of Prayers 

* our Task and Burthen; and, as ch 

be willing to get rid. of it altogether, or to 

et through it in any undecent Manner, with 
tuch Heavineſs or Precipitation, as, in any Af- 
fairs of wordly 23 we would never be 

content with. A 


" Diſcourſe ro his Clergy. 
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A prepoſterous Cuſtom, which, if due Care 
2 may be very prejudicial and miſ- 
chievous to our Church, by quenching the Spi- 
rit of Devotion in our own People, and giving 
Occaſion to our Adverſaries to throw Scorn 


Li 8 nn 

Contider, 1 you, How can we expect 
that others ſh revere, or eſteem it accord- 
ing to its true Worth, if we our ſelves will not 


keep it ſo much in Countenance, as to afford 


it a fair Reading? If we will not do it ſo much 

common juſtice as to contribute, as much as 
lies in our Power, that it may have an impartial 
Hearing, equal at leaſt to any other Divine 
Ordinance? If we ſhall refuſe to lay as much 


Weight on thoſe Devotions, which our whole 
Church has enjoined us to pour before the 


and Contempt on our otherwiſe incomparable . 


Throne of Grace, for the People, as we do on 


thoſe Diſcourles, which we make, on our own 
. 1 

Wherefore, I ſay again, this very commen- 
dable Skill of devout and decent Neading the 


ing a 
or vulgar Accompliſhment, or a ſubordinate 


lower Adminiſtration, only fit for a Curate; 
thee ic diſhes tw be placed among your Mini 
Fd —= _ terial 


Holy Offices of the Church, is fo far from be- 
unctory or ſuperficial Work, a mean 
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ſterial Endowments of greater Superiority and 
Præeminence; as being one of the moſt pow- 
erful Inſtruments of the —_—_— of GOD, 
to raiſe and command Mens Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions: Of the Holy true Spirit of GOD, I ſay; 
which, though in our inward Ejaculations, or 
— 4 Supplications * beth Ine 1 fe 
our Infirmities, and maketh Interceſſion for 
4 _ N ings that _ be _ ; bin. 
Publick Worſhip, is moſt frequen 
to operate b ſuch Words, and 1 as are 
expreſs d with the beſt Utterance. | : 

dir he 0 oa wry 1 ger lion of 
to be a v r | 
_ a Parochial Miniſter, "i he has attain'd to 
2 habitual 1 = ing forth _—— 
Prayers to a ir due Advantage, 
nouncing them leaſurably, ficly, 3 


% 


_ cently; with ſuch an Authority in the Speaker, 
as -g* ſome citable co the Autho- 

rity of what is ſpoken. 8 
- Thus much I may ſaſely ſay, that the Reader 
of the Prayers, if he does his Part, in the Man- 
ner I have mention'd, by ſuch a vigorous, effec- 
rual, fervent Delivery of the Words and Con- 
ceptions, pur into his Mouth by the Church ir 
ſelf, may give a new Enlivening Breath, a new 
in 


Soul, as it were, to every 
4 
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init: He may quicken and animate thoſe Con- 
ſeſſions, Interceſſions and Thankſgivings, which, 
when read coldly, and indifferently, with ir- 
religious Careleſsneſs, or i t Hatneſs, will 
ſeem to ſome to be but a Letter: He may 
make every Hymn, every Plalm, every Leſſon, 
Epiſtle and Goſpel, to become well nigh a new 
Sermon; at leaſt he may give, to the old ſtand- 
ing Text of the Bible, a very good clear Expo- 


by Men of Learning, in printed Books, the v 
der od and tice] Pointing of the * 


one of the beſt Kinds of good new Commen- 
taries on any Old Author; how much more, 


in all the Offices of Devotion, would that, 


which conſiſts not only in good Pointing, and 
obſerving all due Stops, 1 


beſides, I mean, a good, diſtinct, forcible, yet 
calf and unforced Reading of every Prayer, 
and Portion of the Holy Scriptures; how much 
more would all this really ſerve for a good 


new Paraphraſe and Illuſtration of every Sen- 


tence in | 
It is indeed almoſt incredible, how quite ano- 
ther Thing the daily Morning and Evening 


Prayers 


even by his very Way of Reading it to 
This, upon Experience, you will find to be 
apparently true. For if, as is uſually obſerved 
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Prayers will appear; what new Figures and 
Beauties, and hidden Treaſures of Elo- 
uence they will continually diſcover, when 
us pronounc'd; how much apter they will be 
to kindle in us, and our Auditors, all Manner 
of Heavenly Affections, of Spiritual Grief and 
Contrition, of Love and Gratitude, of Faith, 


Hope and Charity, ＋ in the Holy Ghoſt: 
When the Harmony of the Tongue ſhall be 
tuned, as it were, to the of the Mat- 


ter: When the Zeal of the R ſhall keep 
Com with his Voice; and his Voice ſhall 
be x lh to, and varied together with every 
Senſe and Expreſſion: When by long Uſe, and 
Imitation of the beſt Maſters, or the beſt we 
can come at, we ſhall know familiarly how to. 
ive every Word and Sentence its due Poiſe: 
Where to lay a greater or ſmaller Weight on 
every Clauſe, according to its natural or ſpiri- 
tual Force; where to be quicker or more ve- 
hement, where ſlower and more ſedate; how to 
obſerve equally all Pauſes and Diſtances; how 
to avoid Monotonies on the one Hand, and im- 
moderate Elevations and Depreſſions on the 
other; Yet, where to uſe the ſame Tones, where 
to riſe or fall in the right Place: When, I fay, 
the Reader ſhall be thorqughly expert and 
vers d in practiſing theſe, and many more ſuch 
— | = 


—_ 
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natural Decencies of cing ; tho they 
may ſeem bur light and taken 
ſingly, and a-part, yer all ine, in their full 


united Power, they will be found to have an 
admirable Concurrence towards the Creating, 


Augmenting , Well-tempering and Well-go- 
verning of otion. 


Had I Time, it were eaſy to exemplify this, 
in every Office of our Church. Give me Leave 


only to mention one Inſtance within the Com- 


Is of my own Knowledge, which perhaps ma 
wo 3 1 R 1 4 


Though I doubt not but many of you have 
met with ſeveral Examples of the like Nature. 
It was immediately after the Happy Reſtora- 


tion of King Charles the Second, when together 


with the Rights of the Crown, and the 
Liberries, 


Church, and the Liturgy, were 


alſo newly reſtored; that a noted Ringleader 


ot Schiſm in the former Times, was to be bu- 
ried in one of the princi 
don. The Miniſter of the Pariſh, being a wiſe 
and regular Conformiſt, and he was afterwards 
an.eminent Biſhop in our Church, well knew 
how averſe the Friends and Relations of the De- 
ceaſed had always been to the Common Prayer: 


Which, by hearing it ſo often call'd a low Nudi- 
ment, a beggarly Element 


, and Carnal Ordinance, 
2 S 


Churches of Lon- 


Engliſh 3 


— 


— 
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they were brought to contemn to that Degree, 


16 


that they ſhunned all Occaſions of being ac- 
q 


with it. i | 
Wherefore, in Order to the Interrment of 
their Friend, in ſome Sort to their Satisfaction, 
yet ſo as not to betray his own Truſt, he uſed 
this honeſt Method to undeceive them. Before 
the Day appointed for the Funeral, he was at 
the Pains to learn the whole Office of Burial 
by Heart. And then, the Time being come, 
there being a Concourſe of Men of the 
ſame Phanarical Principles; when the Company 
| heard all delivered by him without Book, wich 
a free Readineſs, and profound Gravity, and un- 
XA 
es, and a very Emphaſis in every 
Part; * indeed his Tens was — yaw — 
Way; r urpriſed and affect- 
ed I Profeſſing, they had never heard a more 
ſuitable Exhortation, or a more edifying Exer- 
ciſe, even from the very beſt and moſt precious 
Men of their own Perſuaſion. OO 
But they were afterwards much more ſurpri- 
X Ih 
0 l he principal Men 
among them, _ CC 
 fpoken was his own; and convincd them by 
ocular Demonſtration, how all was taken Word 


for 


Diſcourſe to his Clergy. 
for Word out of the very Office ordained for 
that Purpoſe, in the poor contemptible Book 
of Common Prayer. AER 
E Whence he moſt reaſonably inferrd, how 
much their ill grounded Prejudice, and miſtaken 
Zeal, had deluded them, that they ſnould ad- 
mire the ſame Diſcourſe, when they thought it 
an unprepar d, unpremeditated * Which 
they would have abominated, had they known 
it to be only a ſet 1 by Authority. 
And from the ſame Obſervation, we alſo ma 
as juſtly infer, that all the Coldneſs and Dulw. 
neis, which too many, ſuch abuſed and wanton 
Spirits, have complain'd they find in ſer Forms, 
is not really in the Forms themſelves; in ours 
it is far otherwiſe. If there be any Colour for 
the Complaint, that can only proceed from a 
cold, flat, ſupine, inſipid Manner of Repeating 
chem. | 7 2 
Upon the whole Matter it is moſt certain, 
that, in the publick Worſhip of GOD, nothing 
can be more grave or moving, more lofty or 
divine, either in the confeſſing, petitioning or 
praiſing Part, than where the Thoughts and Ex- 
preſſions are ſtrictly weigh'd, and prudently re- 
duced into ſtanding erable Forms: Provi- 
ded alſo, thoſe very Forms be not pronounc'd 
in a formal Way; but that they be aſſiſted, in- 
Ne” = - flamed, 


6ꝶ3)§„f—— — 
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flamed, inſpired, as I may ſay, with ſuch a pre- 
— 1 ͤ — 
as will always make ſeem to be Extempore. 
Extempore, I mean, in the new, ready, vehement 
Manner of their Pronunciation; but ſet Forms 
ftill, in the ſolid Nipeneſs of the Senſe, and the 
due Choice, and deliberate Ordering of their 
- . Phraſes and Figures; which are the peculiar Ad- 
vantages of fer Forms: And therefore, ſo ſpo- 

8 will, in all Reaſon, produce a far more 
real, unfeigned and durable Devotion, than all 
the other meer Extempore, raw and indigeſted 
Effuſions ought to pretend to. 
I ſhould crave your Pardon, that I have dwelc 
fo long on this firſt Head of Advice. Bur ir 
appear d to me ſo very Material, that I could 
not haſtily paſs it over: Efpecially ſince what I 
have now ſaid on this Subject, may concern in 
common all your publick Miniſtrations, and is 
equally applicable, not only to the well-perform- 
ing the daily Morni _ — Prayers 
Year, Days 
ſs ana Fell 
Ma- 


* 


e 

and Sundays, and extraordinary Faſts and 
vals; but alſo to the Offices of Baptiſm, N 
trimony, and the Holy Communion; and in- 
deed to every other Part of our Eftabliſh'd Li- 
eurgy: In all which, as the Reader officiates 
better or worſe, ſo moſt uſually is W 


Diſcourſe to his Clergy. 
and Efficacy more or leſs on the Minds of the 
Nay, I will now make bold to go farther, to 
apply the Uſefulneſs of this Counſel, not only 
T r but alſo to another Part of 
your Office 1 am next to 
that of Preaching, 88 ; 
I am verily perſuaded, that the Sermons 
_ preached every & in this one Kingdom, 
5 Church of England Clergy in this Age, 


are more excellent — eu of that Kind, 
than have been delivered, in the ſame Space of 


of 


— 
Only let me take the Freedom to ſu 


ſt, 


That perhaps it would add much, th not 


to the ſolid and ſubſtantial Part of ſuch Diſcoure 


ſes, yet to their juſt Popularity, * 


Acceptance, and to the greater 
tion of our Hearers, if we would univerſally 
addict our ſelves a little more to this Study of 
Pronunciation: By which Advantages alone of 
the Freedom, and Life of their Hocution, we 
know the Preachers of ſome other Nations do 
ſeem to reign and triumph in the Pulpit, whilſt 
their Sermons, as far as we can judge by thoſe 
we have of them in Print, are not comparable 


to the Engliſh. 


Time, throughout the whole Chriſtian World 


19 


onſider, which i 


" "I _— ® 
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Managing your Voices and Geſtures in 


” „* Heaven. 


ſerious Temper of our Nation will never long 


agreeable, as much as may be, to the Simpli- 


reftion to any of ou here preſent for any 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter's 
An Obſervation, which methinks may rouze 
our Preachers to out-do them in this Kind of 
Perfection alſo: I mean, in a natural, comely, 
modeſt, yet undaunted Force of Pronunciation: 
Not ſuch as is full of Over- Action, and mimical 
Geſticulations; which tho' ſome Parties may 
admire for a Time, and to ſerve a Turn, yet the 


approve or admit of. But I intend ſuch a 

, compoſed, ſevere, decent, lively and a 71 
pit, as is beſt accomodated to the Gravity 
and Solidiry of the Engliſb Genius, and is alſo 


city, Power and Height of the Meſſage you | 


The next great Duty then 1 


Office, which comes in our Way, 
Preaching, I ſhall begin with one ſhort Ad- 
monition, which, I confeſs, I am almoſt aſham'd 


to give; and yet it may be very expedient, that 
it 


d be given; not, I declare, as a Cor- 


Thing paſt, but only in Regard to the future, 
and for the Sake of hate ho as yet are leis 
experienced Preachers, and young timorous 
inners. WR 

The Caution, in plain Terms, is this, That eve- 


2 ry 
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ry Perſon, who undertakes this Employ- 
2 make it a Matter Fan 2 
Conſcience, to preach nothing but what is the 
Product of his own Study, and of his own 
I would not be miſtaken, as if I ſhould here- 
by condemn the Reading of the Homilies; 
which were compoſed by the Wiſdom and 
Piery of former Times, and have been ever 
| ſince allowed, nay recommended, by our 
Church, in ſome Places, and upon ſome Ne- 
. ceflities to be uſed. I am ſo far from doing ſo, 
that I rather wiſh from my Heart we were fur- 
niſhed with a larger Stock of ſuch Learned, 
Plain and Orthodox Diſcourſes. FERRET 
1 _— nay there 
is v Reaſon, that, u ſome urgent 
. Preacher 2 Liber to 
take ſomething out of that publick Treaſury, 
which was laid up for that End, and has the 
Stamp of Authority upon it to make it current. 
My Purpoſe is only to diſſuade you from all 
unjuſt Rapine of this Kind, from all Under- 
— with the private Stores of parti- 
cular Perſons. — 1 
As to that, I dare avouch, it is far better an 
more adyiſeable, even for the raweſt Practiſer, 


* 


fo exhibit but very mean Things of his own 
4 


1 
e ee e Tha 
Mens Labours, is an utter rae 


{ci 


at ſinſt, than 


to flouriſh it in the beſt of other 


Mens Senſe ate n . For he, 1 on 
| 


may, and will do d better in 
Time, by GOD Aſſiſtance, through fervent 
e 


r, and indefatigable Attention to Reading, 
Hearing, and Practiſing to Preach. Where- 


ilable Enemy 


to all Manner of Growth and Improvement in 


Divine Learning, or Eloquence. 


I will not now inſiſt on the Meanneſs of Spirit, : 
and tual Fear, that muſt attend the Con- 


of this Guilt, left it ſhould be, ſome 


Time or other, diſcover d; or on the Shame 


and Contempr that often happens to ſuch Pil- 


| ferers upon tie Diſcovery. Bur beſides all this, 


they would. 


Parts, ſuch a Neglect of all ſerious Studies, ſuch 
a Deſuerude, and Una 


in Truth, when once Men have indulg'd them- 
ſelves in this eaſy, but deſpicable and ſhuffling 


Commerce, they ſeldom or never give it over; 


nay, at laſt, they can very hardly give it over if 


Thence will ſucceed ſuch a viſible Decay of 


s for regular Think- 
ing, ſuch Emprineſs of Invention and Memory, 
ſuch a Diffidence of their own Style, Under- 


ſanding 


— 
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2 


ſtanding ling and Judgment; that they, who ar fieſt 
made bold with others Sermons, perhaps meer- 
ly out of Idlenefs, will at length be forc'd to do 


to this Kind of Thieves, as moſt c y it 
does to all others; they ſteal ſo long in their 
Youth, and Strength of Age, becauſe they will 
not work, that in their old Age, they are com- 
pell'd to ſteal on, becauſe they cannot work. 
Bur or too much of this. I know 


to whom I fpeak; to thoſe, who, for ought I 


could ever obſerve, or hear, do not only 
preach, but themſelves compoſe what they 


reach. Yer I thought it became me to give 
5 in my oun ſinall'Bxyeri- | 


this Intimation, ſeei 


it out of Neceſſity. It will una voidably — 


| ence, I have been forced to deny Orders to 


ſome Perſons, becauſe I found them peccant in 


this very Crime. I was at firſt exceedingly ama- 


zed to hear them produce moſt excellent Ser- 


mons, whilſt I found their Gifts of Nature, 
and Abilities of Learning and Knowledge, were 


far from being paſſable. But my Wonder was 
* I manifeſtly diſcover d, that 
but their Ignorance was their own, 


ſoon over, 


their Gon belonging of Right to their 


| Now then, my Brethren, that we may come 
into the Way again, after this unwelcome Di- 


oreſhon, 


„„ 
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oreſſion, in making our Sermons, at R ard 
TR 00 he kad eres Words, <neFeo the Ber 


ter; great to both, though nor equally great 


Your Words and. Style ſhould be Simple, 
Expreflive, Weighty, Authoritative: And there- 


| fore, though not without ſome true Art, yet 
not very Artificial; and rather void of all Or- 


nament, than over-adorn'd; but as much Scrip- 


tural as may be, without Affectation; and as 


eaſy, familiar and intelligible as poſſible. And 


impoſſible, that one's Words 4 


Nay, it is almoſt 
ald not be per- 


le. 


Perſpicuity is always 


troubled, and the Thing to be ſpoken of is 
thoroughly underſtood. When the Matter is 


well invented, di and ordered in the 


Mind, it very rarely ha but the fitteſt 
and moſt e e Words will occur to the 
Fancy and Tongue of the Speaker. Verba non 


inuita ſequentur. _ 3 
Next, your Matter muſt, of Courſe, be 
either Doctrinal or Practical; where it ſhall be 


meerly Doctrinal, there it may ſuffice for your 


common 22 1 in E Truth, for 
all other. from the Loweſt to the very Higheſt, 
that it be Plain, Sound, Subſtancial, Ancient 


Catholick; ſeldom or never curiouſly drawn 


Out 
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| out into the fine Threads of Diſpute and Spe- 


| culation, or, as the Apoſtle terms them, Oppo- 
| fitions of Science falſly ſo called. 
| It were indeed much to be wi 


ſhed, that the 
Agitating of all Manner of Controverſies could 
be utterly excluded from the great Work of 
fſaving Souls, which is your ſpecial Work. Yet, 
| becauſe in Times ſo degenerate from the Primi- 
tive Purity, and in this Militant State of the 
Chriſtian Church, it cannot be expected that 
you ſhould teach aptly, or oppoſe Schiſm and 
Hereſy ſolidly, without touchi imes, 
and entring upon ſome Walks of Controver- 
ſies; Certainly the beſt Way, in theſe inevitable 
Caſes, is never to meddle with ſuch obſcure 
Subtilties, out of Spiritual Pride or Oſtentation, 
but meerly out of Neceſſity; and then only 
with the moſt neceſſary Parts of them; and 
then alſo that you be ever ſure to keep cloſe to 
the Form of ſound Words uſed in the Church, and 
to contain your ſelves within the known Bounds 
of Scripture Determinations, in every contro- 
verted Point, to deliver the Faith to your Peo- 
ple, as was once delivered to the Saints. 
As little a Lover then as I am of Controverſial 
Divinity in the Pulpit, yet I cannot be faithful 
to you, or to our Mother, the Church of Eng- 
land, if I do not recommend Two Sorts of it to 


D be 


A het tt 
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GY! 


be ſeriouly iadied by you: Bur I muſt il 


ſay, rather to be ſtudied than preached; though 


are not yet 2 


to the Immortal Praiſe of the Parochial Cler- 
g: were ſo ſucceſsfully ma 


Topiſh Intereff. 


preach'd too upon reaſonable Occaſions. 


The firſt Kind, is that of the Controverſies 


between us and the Church of Rome. For we 
from Fear on that Quar- 
ter, that we ſhould ſecurely lay aſide, and ſuffer 
to ruſt on the Walls, thoſe very Arms, which, 


ed by them, du- 
anger from the 


I the rather mention theſe, becauſe they are 


the laſt great Criſis of 


ſtlll almoſt in every Man's Hands; and perhaps 


2 judicious Sum, and full Epitome, collected 


out of them all, would be as uſeful a Body of 


Controverſies on thoſe Queſtions, as any is yet 


_ eEXtant. 


and the Souls under your Care, 


Wherefore, that you may preſerve your own, 
from Infection, 
and be able to convince Gainſayers, I exhort 
you all, according to your ſeveral Stations and 
Opportunities, to be ſtill converſant and pre- 
the 


pared in thoſe very ſame 1 — | 
y now in 


Papiſts: Yer, let me ſay alſo, not 

_ may | 
For there is another Sort of Controverſies, 

or rather Blaſphemous Doctrines, _— 


—— — 


K * 
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this and which ſeem, indeed, to be the 
moſt cheriſh'd and darling Tenents of the looſe 
and Antichriſtian Part of the Age; I mean, 
thoſe execrable Opinions againſt the Incarna- 

tion and Eternal Godhead of our Saviour, the 

Satisfaction of his Meritorious : ings, and 

Death, and the very Being of the Ever-blefled 

Trinity: Which being all of them the peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhing Foundations of Chriſtianity, 

whatever they, who ſo directly oppoſe them, 

may at firſt pretend, yet they cannot but really 
tend to the Deſtruction of the Primitive Faith 
in Chriſt, and the Introduction of another Re- 
ligion, new, and therefore abominable. 
Wherefore, to maintain no leſs than the main 
Fundamental Points of our Pure and Undefiled 

Religion, you are now moſt zealouſſy to apply 
your Thoughts to the ſerious Study of thoſe 

wine i Ter, 28 
my ] t. after you be never ſo well 
furniſh d with Weapons Defenſive or Offenſive, 
of this Nature, you ſhould very rarely brandiſh, 
or ſo much as ſhew them in your ordinary Pul- 
pits; never but when you cannot ayoid it with- 
out an + or deſerting the Orthodox 
Truth. And whenever you produce any 
of them in ſuch Auditories, even then it were 

beſt done in a calm, poſitive, and didactical, | 

D 2 — 4 
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rather than in a ſharp, wrangling or conten- 
tious Way. But always take along with you, 
what I faid before, to _ = in them, 
1n your | ar Sermons, as the Scripture 
Light eh expounded ſhall plainly lead 
, This may ſuffice, at preſent, touching the 
Doctrinal and Speculative Part of your Preach- 
ing. As to the other, which is Practical, 

in that I need not forewarn you to proceed 
with ſuch Reſerye or Reſtraint. In the greateſt 
Abundance of that, if managed with any tole- 
rable Prudence, there can hardly be any Man- 
ner of Exceſs. Moſt aſſuredly the leſs Contro- 

verſial, and the more Practical your Pulpit- 
Diſcourſes are, 222 and the 
more profitable. a : 
Now, my dear Brethren, the Subject of this 
Part of your Sermons, being, as you cannot 
but know, fo comprehenſive and vaſt, as to take 
in the whole Compaſs of all our Spiritual and 
Moral Duties; I fay of Moral alſo: For, let 
none be deceived, Moral Preaching is of mar- 
vellous Uſe wherever it is ſubſervient to the 
inſpired Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and does not 
ſtrive to juſtle that, which is its Principal, quite 
our of the Pulpit: But, I fay, the Matter of 
your Practical Preaching being in it ſelf fo 


= 
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large, as to extend to all the Precepts and Pro- 
mes both of the Law, and the Goſpel; to all 
the Temptations and Corruptions of the World, 
the Fleſh and the 1 whereof the One 
ought to be the eternal Argument of your Ex- 
— the Other of your n and 
Admonitions: Here it is eſpecially, that I would 
beſeech you all with a Brotherly Tenderneſs, 
and 9 you with a Fatherly Authority, to 
lay out the whole Streſs, and Bent of your 
Souls, to draw all your Studies, all your Learn- 
ing, Humane or Divine, all your Eloquence, 
2 Affections, all your Zeal this Way: 
This being the great Work you have choſen 
for the Buſineſs of your whole Lives, and for 
which we all were fo peculiarly dedicated to 
the Service of GOD, and his Church: And 
let me add, this being the great Purpoſe, for 
which all Scripture ſeems to have been given 7 
Inſpiration of GO D; That it may be profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction. There 
zs the chief End of all the Doctrine you are to 
teach. But what follows? For Infirudtion in 
. 17 the Iu of GO 4 may iy 
perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to e Work. 
|, a is the — Bel of all he Practice 
you are to inforce. SORE 


I have 
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I have diſparch'd what I thought proper 


no to ſay on this Head of Preaching, 


the leſs Neceſſary, for being ſo very Obvious. 


Twere well, if it were as m FE 
of all other Religious Aſſemblies of better 
Quality. 


or diſpraiſe any Vice; in all your Commenda- 


ver any one Vice, you are to deal with in the 


one Member of your 
they may be known thereby: 


you will ſuffer me to name one very obvious 
Caution; which yet I cannot think to be ever 


The Caution is, That in all your Sermons, 
where you have Occaſion to praiſe any Virtue, 


tions of what is Good, or Diſcommendations 
of what is Bad; you would always ſeparate the 
good Perſon from the good Thing, and always 

San: che Sinner Tow cv Bi: That is, 
That you would never put any one Virtue, ne- 


Pulpit, into the Habit or Countenance of any 


you would utterly ſhun, and abhor all Perſo- 
nal Flatteries of the Good; and all Perſonal 
Reflections on the Wicked. 


As to the firſt of theſe Extreams, that of 


Flattery, I need only mention it here. That is 


ſeldom thought Worthy of ſuch plain Coun- 


try Congregations, as yours 2 *. 
ex 


1 It 


ations, ſo that 


— 
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3 


— 


© Te is indeed great Pi, chat ſuch gloſing and 
any Mea- 


deceitful Language ſhould at laſt, in 
ſure take 
had been ſo | S—_—— _ 
fn: of wiſe and good en, judg d fit to be 
baniſh'd out of all other, welkconſtitured So- 
cieties. _ not been always _ = 
jence, a flattering Tongue is fo 
| — "6d . the Good, and the 
Great, that it rather ſerves to deprave the real 
Worth they might have before? So that, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, the Men ho flatter with their 
Tongue, haue not only no Faithfulneſs in their 
Mouch, but their very Throat is an open Se 
But, above all, it is moſt unbecomi 
pit; where Men would ſeem to {| 


as from 


in the. Church; when it 


ze Pul- 


GOD, and with Authority, which nothing can 


more debaſe or proſtitute than Flatrery. 


As to the other Exceſs, that of ſecret Reflei- 


ons, and malicious Inſmuations againſt, or open 
| Defamations of Perſons, I would abſolutely 
diſſuade you from the very Shadow, and 


Suſpicion of it. I would intreat you all, 


in 
the Bowels of the Lord Chrift, that you would 


never, on any Occaſion or Accident, not 
even on the greateſt Proyocation, do that 
Affront to the Honour and Modeſty of the 
Pulpit, as to make it a Place for any Rudeneſs, 


OT 
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or Scurrility whatſoever. Surely nothing can 
be more diſgraceful to the Reputation of your 
Profeſſion, or more deſtructive to Edification, 
or more unbeſeeming the Gravity and Charity 
e than to make an 
Ordinance fo Sacred, and the Word of GOD 
| handled in it, become inſtrumental to your own = 
private Paſſions, Animoſities or Revenges. 
1 am now arrived at the next great Duty of 

your Holy Office, which is, that « — 
not ſo much to recommend to you the Duty it 
ſelf; though I might do that moſt earneſtly 
and vehemently, and with ſome Kind of Epiſ- 
copal Expoſtulation and Reprehenſion, if any 
where it thould be totally neglected. - But that, 
I would not here ſo much as ſuppoſe. : 
LE _—_— but we * of one 8 

touching the inexpreſſible Advantages of thi 
Ordinance in general; we —— 4 who have 
lived in theſe Times. We cannot but be abun- 
dantly convinced of it by a woful and dear- 
t Experience: Since it is evident, that 
the far greater Part of the monſtrous Looſe- | 
neſs of Opinions, and profane Enormity of | 
Manners, which overwhelm'd the whole * 

of the laſt Age, and has too much deſcended 
on this, did remarkably from the no- 
torious Defect, or univerſal Omiſſion of Ortho- 
2 dox 


— — 
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Confufions of tt Rebellion. | MY 
Wherefore, ing the imminent Nece(- 


firy of Reſt „or, 4 
you, of Continuing this firſt Part of 
1 


The only Thing, to be debated, is the Man- 
ner, _  _ _— may be ſo put in 
Uſe, that the Bleſſed Ends, which, I am aſſu- 


red, we all aim at alike, may be attained. 
 Wirhour all Controverſy then, the firſt Pra- 


ctice of your regular Catechiſing, in all your 


Churches, ought to be in the very ſame Order, 
and on the ſame Materials, which che Church- 
>= has trac d out, and the Law has in- 
ind. ; 
" I would therefore deſire you all to begin, or 
rather incourage you to go on, plainly and li- 

rerally in that Way, with a ſtrict Confinemenc 
of your Catechumens, as they may be called, 

to that very compendious Introduction; to 
have your Youth thoroughly verſed, and inſtru- 
&ed perfectly in all che Queſtions and Anſwers 
there preſcribed. This ought by no Means to 
de left undone in the ſmalleſt or pooreſt of 

your Country Cures; where the higheſt Capa- 
Cities are not at firſt above, and the loweſt can 
© - ſcarce 


4 
> > ———_— — —— 
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tion. ene ef 
But in greater Towns, where the Youth are 
ſomewhat better Educated, and ſo ſhould be 
more capable of Improvement, there, ſup- 
pong Il you never omit the other more 
ple Way, you may, by Degrees, with a ſo- 
ber and diſcreet Pace, 2 farther; I will 
_ railing the ing higher on the ſame Com 


pas of Ground. 


And this I have known done, with very re- 
markable Fruit, and Benefit to the Learners, in 
a familiar Method, whereof I will only trace 
| our to you, the imperfect Draught, which, by 
Time and Cuſtom, you may eafily advance, 
and complete. The Method is this; That to 
every Article, and every Clauſe of it, in the 
Church-Catechiſm, after they have learnt them 
by Heart, you ſhould annex, at firſt, ſome ſuch 

Texts of Scripture, as may ſuffice to prove the. 
Matter contain'd in them, and do it in the few- 
eſt Words, and cleareft to the Purpoſe. Theſe 
Texts you ſhould induce your young Diſciples 
to repeat often, and perfectly without Book, to- 
ethex with each Article, and ſhould begin to 
let them underſtand, by a very brief Expolition,. 

how evidently each Scripture proves each Ar- 

1 Then 
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Ihen, by Degrees, after they ſhall be made 


intimately acquainted with that firſt Ser of 
Texts, you may more ſecurely add other Quo- 
rations out of the Bible, ſomewhat larger, but 
ſill tending to the fame Purpoſe; and when 
ou have explain'd them, in the like Manner, 
bis more copiouſly, you may cauſe thoſe alſo 
to be learnt as exaCtly, and repeated as readily 
© Ho —— ow 
begin, through with again, till ad 
more Naw als more diſtinctiy dividing = Z 
Parts and Members of the ſeveral Articles, as 
often as you ſhall find it practicable, or con- 
venient. 5 RR . 
Thus, whilſt you do not over-· burden tender 
Minds, but ſoftly inſtill theſe Inſtructions into 
them, Drop aſter Drop, the Children, you have 
undertaken in this Way, ſo very little out of 
the common Road, and many alſo of riper 


Years, who ſhall be preſent, and attentive, will, 


beyond their own, and even your firſt E a- 
tion, come to have treaſurd up, almoſt un- 
awares, in their Minds, a little Body, as it were, 
of Orthodox Divinity; which cannot but be all 
—— — —— 42 
ture, purely co out ol oly Scriptures. 

With the Scriptures, by this — their 
Memories will unperceivably be filled; yet * 
His = I 0 
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ſo as only to fir them to cant with unſeaſona- 
bly, in common Diſcourſe, but ſo as to inſtruct 
or confirm their Judgments, and teach them to 
apply properly. what they ſhall there read, to 
every Part of a ſober Chriſtian's Belief, or Pra- 


= 3 5 
In this great Article of Catechiſing, I would 
offer one honeſt Direction more. It is, That 
you ſhould not ſo much aim in it at the Length 

of the Exerciſe, or at the perpetual Changing of 
your Thoughts and Expreſſions, as at the found 
Bottom, on which you build your Diſcourſe, 
and the ſolid, unmoveable Ground of each Do- 
ctrine, whereon you fix your Explanations; 
though your Performance each Time be the 
ſhorter, fo it be not unreaſonably ſhort, and 
though your Words, and Phraſes, may happen 
frequently to be the ſame, and repeated more 
than once. 5 Lf 
In Truth, I would, if I durſt, offer ſome 
ſuch Advice alſo as to your Preaching, But I 
know, the common Vogue. is ag; my real 
Opinion in this Matter. And therefore, I 


36 


— 


muſt handle this Point the more tenderly. 

It is indeed a very great Burden, that the 
Humour of the People, and our own too, in 
ſome Meaſure, has laid on our Profeſſion. Such 
as, I think, no other Calling, or Way of Life, 

were 


* 


— 


Diſcourſe to his Clerg y.. 0 14 
were ever willing to lay on themſelves; no, nor 
any other Nation, that I know 415 _— 
in ſo high a Degree, from their Clergy ; 

0 Fal, al 


you ſhould twice or once a Week at 
ways mm our Auditories with new Sermons, 
and thoſe alſo to be compoſed with the Care 
and Accuracy, almoſt of Elaborate, and Com- 
plete Treatiles ts 
Whereas I am ſure, in the Buſineſs of Cate- 
chiſing, and moſt p obably, the ſame will be 
found true in — * alſo, that a ſound, ſub- 
ſtantial, well- collected, and well- woven Proviſi- 
ſion, of Plain, Inſtructive, Godly and Devout 
Diſcourſes, altered and increaſed. according to 
| the Teachers growing Abilities, and uſed over 
and over, though in the ſame Desks, or Pulpits, 
would be more Edifying, and {mk deeper into 
the Minds, and Conſciences of the Hearers, than 
all the greateſt Aﬀuence, and Redundance of 
new Words and Phraſes multiply'd, or inter- 
changed, which the moſt fanciful, copious Ca- 
techiſt, or Preacher, can deviſe. mn 
I have known ſome very learned and pious: 
Men, and excellent Preachers, and zealous Lo- 
vers of our Church, and Country; whoſe. Wel- 
fare and qr . they wiſely judg'd: ro be in- 
ſeparably joir'd; I fay, I have known.theſe: Ner- 
ſons affectionately 4 their Wiſhes,, that 


r „* — _— —— tes. Mo ton tos 
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__ r on , CE 
obſerv greateſt Part, if not our 
—_—_ | ”7 N 
That, on the very entring into their Mini- 
ſtry, or at any Time afterwards, if they have not 
done it before, they would ſer themſelves to 
Members of a whole Year's, or ps a Two- a 
Year's Courſe of Catechiſms, and Sermons: Fol- 
lowing therein the Annual Method of our 
Church's Devotions, or any other Scheme they 
{hall approve, and form to themſelves; provi- 
_ ded it comprizes all the main Points of Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, and Practice. . 
That on this Stock they ſhould fer up; and 
in the Firſt and Second Year, begin to fill up the 
void Spaces, and lay the Firſt Colours, towards 
the Finiſhing, as well as their Sufficiency will 
then allow; ſtill collecting, and conveying all 
the Streams of their uſeful Reading and Learn- 

in no as COT CI 
nels; and ſo ſucceſſively preaching them on, 
as the bee | 1 * 


That ever after, in the whole P 
their Miniſtry, they ſnould ſtill be adding to, 
or ny. from, or poliſhing thoſe firſt im- 
perfect Ideas; chering the Me and Shape 
of the whole, if II; inforcing, or increaſing ng 
I 
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the A IIluſtrations, and Amplificat 
fore-unobſerved, making new Practical Inferen- 
ces before · untouched, as their Judgments, or 
Light, or Experience ſhall improve; but eſpe- 
cially, ſtill drawing more and more, over all, a 
new beautiful Skin, and the lovely Features of 


Scripture- e: And then, without Scru- 
ple or Diſguiſe, ſhould preach them again and 
again, ſo corrected, augmented, and in ſome 
Part renewed. N 


And I have heard theſe ver wiſe Petſons,. 
fome of them moſt excellent Fathers of our 
Church, often conclude, That by this, or ſome- 
ſuch Method, any Preacher, though of no ei- 
traordinary bright Endowments at firſt, yer of 
2 _ clear Senſe, —_ In- 
dulſtry, judici icious Learning, wo in Pro- 
3 ret Time, in all Likelihood, have by him in 
7 a — domeſtick Courſe of ſound, 
well-com „affecting Sermons; that, by 
60 DVS Bleſſing, might with the juſt 4 
ges of Delivery, be of far greater Uſe to his 
Conſcientious Hearers, than all that pompous: 
Novelty, and counterfeit Variety, which | ed 
I fay, counterfeit Variety. For ſo indeed it: 
is often, upon Trial, found to be. And _ E 
Sg ths have 
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have fairhfully told you the Opinion of thoſe 


Great Men, I will preſume, under fo ſafe a Shel- 
ter, to diſcloſe my own Thoughts in this Buſt- 
neſs; 
towards any, who may differ from me in this 
Particular. 


pore Praying, and Extempore ing, have 
e l aan, 


will be again, in this Church or Nation. Yer, 
for all I could ever learn, or obſerve, the moſt 


cy, in either of theſe Ways, has been only Ex- 
tempore in Shew and Appearance, and very fre- 


the very ſame Matter and Words often repeat- 
ed, though not in the ſame Order. 

As to that of Extempore Praying, which there- 
fore too many miſtake for Praying by the Spi- 


it; it is manifeſt, that the moſt exerciſed, and 


moſt redundant Faculty, in that Kind, is, in Re- 
ality, only Praying by the Fancy, or the Me- 
mory, not by the Spirit. They do but vary, 
and remove the Scri — and Language, 
or their own, into as many Places, and Shapes, 
and Figures, as they can. And tho they have 

1 acquired 


2 — . — —— 


1 believe, they ever were before, or, I hope, ever 
ſudden Readineſs, and moſt profuſe Exuberan- 


2 but a cunningly-diflembled Change of 


ſtill with all Deference and Candour { 


We have lived in an Age, when the two | 
Gifts, as they are wont to be call'd, of Extem- 


— 
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acquired never fo plentiful « Scock of them, yer 
ill the ſame Phraſes, _— —_— do fo 
often come about again, that the Diſguife may 


quickly be ſeen t by any attentive and 
int . Hearer. 2 in 


lain Terms, 
they who think themſelves moſt Küful in this 
Art, do really, all the while, only pray in ſer 


Forms 1 ſet, and never ranged into a 
certain Meth For which Cauſe, though 


they may not ſeem to be ſet Forms to their 
| Iud:d Auditors, yet they are ſo in themſelyes ; 
and the very Perſons who uſe them moſt va- 
riouſly, and moſt artificially, cannot but know 
Sz . . -. 
This, my Brethren, ſeems to be all the great 
Myſtery of the ſo much boaſted Power of Ex- 
tempore Praying. And why may not the like be 
affim d, in great Meaſure, of Extempore Preach- 
ing, which has ſo near an Aſſinity with the 
other? Is.not this alſo, at the Bottom, only a 
more crafty Management of the ſame Phraſes 
and Obſervations, the ſame Doctrines, and Ap- 
plications, which they had before provided, 
and compoſed, and reſerved in their Memo- 


_ ries? 


Da but hear the moſt yoluble Maſters in 
this Way, once or twice, or perhaps oftner, as 
far as their Changes ſhall reach, and at firſt, no 
| - Doubt, 


1 Jr — 
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Doubt, you will be inclined to wonder at the 
ſtrange Agility of their Imaginations, and Com- 
{ of their Inventions, and Nimbleneſs of their 
Utterance. Bur if you ſhall attend them calm 
ly, _ — Vizour will be \ 4 
d off, though t oe it never ſo dex- 
— fly: You vill at laſt fird, they only walk 
_— —— . * 
it may in a Labyrinth than another; 
* 
ing and Windir in ain, an 
2 — 1122 = 
The Explanations, perhaps, of their Texts, 
the Connexions, and T jons of the Parts, 
and ſome ſudden Glofles, and Deſcants, and 
Flights of Fancy, may ſeem new to you. But 
the material Points of Doctrine, and the con:- 
mon Places, to which, upon any Loſs or Ne- 
ceflity, they have Recourſe, theſe 2 
quently repeat, and apply to ſeveral Su 


fre- 
with very little Alterations in the Subſtance, 


oftentimes not in the Words. Theſe are the 


conſtant Paths, which they ſcruple not to walk 
over and over again, till, if you follow them 
very cloſe, you may perceive, amidſt all their 
Extempore Pretenſions, they often tread in the 
lame Rounds, till they have trodden them bare 


enougn. | 


But, 
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— HO 


"Bar, GOD be thanked, the Church of 
England neither requires, nor ſtands in Need 


of any ſuch Raptural (if I may fo call it) or 


1 b 
=— LA OE 6 mY A 
2 
, 
; - 
n__ 4 
2 


Enthuſſiaſtical Spirit of Preaching. Here the 


The Door, which that ſtrives firſt to open, is 


more adviſed, and modeſt, the more delibe- 
the Preacher is, -the better 


rate and prepared 


effectually our Church's ſolid Senſe, its fixed 
Precepts, its unalterable Doctrines. 


by the Paſhons to overthrow their Judgments. 


of the Underſtanding, and Conſcience : Ir is 


content, if by them a Paſſage ſhall be made 
cms, 9 


I have detain d you the longer on this Ar- 
gument, becauſe I am y convinc'd, that 


although one or two in an Age, or 
ps ſome few more, Bae 


* 


Tongue, may, by long Uſe, make a remarkable 
Blaze, br 2 © this ſudden, unſtudied 


Way: Yer, if it ſhould ever become the gene- 


ral Cuſtom of the whole Engl; Clergy, it 
would produce little more row. and 


Confidence in many of our Preachers, and | 
tempt many of 2 who — | 
EET * ieives 2 


he is furniſhed, by GO Ds Grace, to deliver 


Our 
ments, meerly by the Aion; nf} 


s, Aſſurance of Mind, and Volubility _ 
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— 


ſelves to be equally giſted, to think they had 
an equal Right to the Miniſtry. 1 "Ky 
But what need I fay any more of this Mat-. 
„5 
. i i been univerſally 
put in Uſe Go the Beginning & 
our Reformation, the whole Church of Chriſt 
had been much impoveriſhed thereby, had been 
deprived of the beſt Treaſury of Sermons that 
ever it was inrich'd with, ſince the Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſſors, and the Primitive — Times. 
There is ſtill behind one ſolemn Duty more, 
„ to all of us, wherein I would willing- 
ly ſuggeſt one ſerious Word of Counſel: And 
it concerns the 9 ”_ the Sick. I 
would not doubt, erein you generally do 
your Parts, diligently, piouſſy, ol prudently. 
Bur. there are ſome Things in this, as well as in 
the others before-mentioned,touching the Man- 
ner of Doing it, whereof the Obſeryation may 
be of a peculiar and ſignal Benefit to your 
ſelves, as well as to your Spiritual Patients. 
If you pleaſe to conſult «A Rubricks relatin 
©o this Office, you. will find, you are more le 
ro your own Liberty in this, than, I think, in 
any of the reſt, For this Duty of Friendſhip, 
and Charity, being = to be more in 
private, the Rule it ſelf in the Liturgy to 


give 


| of our own Liturgy; and all theſe to be ca- 


not remember it does eq 


Compaſſion, — Brotherly Love, you ſhall not 
y do well to furniſh your Memories with a 
preſſions, out of the Book of Plalms, and 

other Practical and Devotional Parts of the 


Holy Scriptures, firſt; and, next ro them, our 


— uſed, as ſhall be moſt proper: But prin- 
CIPauy 


ipally I would e you, to have ſome- 
good, ned Bod, of C iſtical Diviniry, of. 


your own. ſtudying I mean, to be. always at 
Hand, that is in your Hearts, as well as. 
Heads. 0 8 lt 
You can ſcarce imagine, unleſs ve 
try d it, as 1 . ſome of you 3 
unſpeakable Uſe this Divine Science of Caſes 
of Conſcience. will be to you upon any ſudden, 
unforeſeen Emergency in ſuch Ghoſtly. Viſits. 
Indeed, the being a ſound and well- experi- 
enced Caſuiſt, is alſo a moſt excellent Qualifi- 
cation towards all the other Ends of your 


- 


with The quicket Expedirion;) is fuck a firm 
Senſe, and 
corrupt, Practical, Caſuiſtical Divinity: Such as, 


on the other, is reed frbm the Narrowneſs and 


vou all to be well ſtockd with 
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„ 
or Proficiency in all your 
e eee 


England; whole higheſt Spiritual Art is to (| 
Agel) from his own Conſcience to the 


ſciences of thoſe under his Paſtoral Care: And 


general Scheme of the Primitive, Un- 


on the one Side, is purged from the Spiritual 
Crafes, and Equiyocations of ths Jeſus, and, 


Sourneſs of Enthuſiaſm. 
I rald you even __ ughly concern'd 
Plenty of good 
Ute, in che Viſicarion of 
that for your own Sakes as much 


| Atter, for 


the Sick; 
"_— 


—— 
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. 


2 theirs. And, in Truth, { it is. A Clergy- 
man can, 4 Way better, have his own 


ſoften'd, 


fre- 


in all its ghaſtl Sha 
the Fault hee. 


ny 


Anatomies of 


| * 
| leving and Refreſhing 


that, which GOD owns to be His Work, to be: 
$kill'd in not breaking the bruiſed Reed, and not 
 quentbing the ſmoaking Fax? To be inſtrumen- 


ly ſearched and purged, and of Comforiing and 
' Reftoring the true Penirent; What, F beſeech. 


ou, can be a more God-like Work among. 
than for us to be humbly ſerviceable in 


tal 


Clergy. 
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ſacred Writings. 


of this Bleſſed Book, ought to be the Beginning 
and End of all our Spiritual. Studies; and be- 
cauſe I may ſpeak to ſome, whole Circumſtan- 
m this World are noe fo pleaded, as to en- 
able them to purchaſe large Libraries; yet their 

Induſtry is by no Means to be diſcouraged, nor 


their Zeal, in purſuing this Holy Skill, abated; 


1 Opinion is, That although, without 


ploy'd, than in this Search, and is all lirtle 
enough for it, and too little to compleat it; 
yet, when all is done, the Scripture it ſelf is 
he Expoſitor, the beſt Commentator on 
Ir is apparent, that the whole New Teſtament 

is fo to = whole Old Teſtament; that being 

the real Light of the other's figurative Dark. 
neſs, and Myſteries; the very Conſummation of 
the others Prophecies, and Shadows of good 


=_ ry 


It is indeed a BuſineG too 


— 


J will to you my own ſimple Apprehen- 
ſions in this Matrer, with Submiſſion Af co ber- 


all Manner of Secular, or Eccleſiaſti- 
Learning, can never be more uſefully em- 


Things to come. But I will alſo aver, that eve- 
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Book, every Sentence almoſt, 
boch of the and the New Teſtament, well- 
compared, and judici gp ty 
the other, 1 0 jeu, and 


2 COD; Hig, an . 


I Part, 


more 
I cannot . 3 
6 - 


ne cops be ha 
= can there be found a 


3 „and more Illuftrious 
| Commentary en whole Ritual Part of the 
Pentateuch, 881 iftle to the Hebrews? 


The like alſo may proved of all other 
Portions of the Holy Bos of GOD. And 


indeed, to — 'whas murual Weighs, 


r That wh 


Alves of thar Divine: 2. irit, by 
_ Scriptures were written, 3 
Love of the Truth, and Reſolution to live ac- 
2 without which, GOD will neither 
our Prayers, nor bleſs our Endeavours; 
and alſo with an humble Hear, a devour Mind, 
and ble Fervour of Spirit, and a 
right unbyaſsd Judgmem; join d with a fuk 
 fiejent Skill in the Original Languages, and in 
'thoſe other Introductory Studies; which no 
Man in Holy Orders, if it be not the Biſhop's 
Fault as well as his own, can poſſibly be alto- 
ether to ſeek in: And if withal he ſhall be af- 
Fed with ſome of _ Ancient, and ſome * 
= | 


LY 


Ez. CORES IS WY 
ures, yet a We 
— 


pened to the whole Epiſcopal Order, this Re- 


was alſo plunder d of _ 


EE 12 
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| of the Modem, ſound and Orthodox Com- 


mentaries; he will, in all human Medi: 


and reyolving 
2 he coogh no per 


gp rightly dividing 


The more to encourge your Smdies in this 


e . ruth. 


Method, if you ſhall be neceſlirared to it, gr 
me Leave to preſent you with one Exam 


FE 


_ „ 
lamities, to in Peace T ſe- 
veral Tears aſter the dem of King A 


Divine, and Biſhop, in the Time Ling 
the Firſt, a> > of oe 


the Second. 
In the common Perſecution, which then hap- 


verend Perſon was expoſed to a more than or- 


dinary Degree of popular Malice, and Rage; 


ſo that, without ever being once brought to 
his Trial; he was doſe = thes 


impriſoned in the Tower 

for almoſt Twenty Years, and was not only 
diſpoil'd of his Annual Revenue, and Perſonal 
Eſtate, in the firſt Fury of the Civil Wars; but 


— had compoſed a great Maſs of Annotations on 
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* I 6 as 


of his former Labours, and a very conſidera- 


Rr 
without iberty, havi o 
— 1 maintain, ſo hr was 
not able, in any ſort, to repair the Loſs of his 
Books and Papers, he betook himſelf to this 

Courſe of : Well - knowing, that he could 
have no faithfuller Companion for his Solitude, 
nor ſurer Conſolation in his Afflictions, than 
the Holy Scriptures, he applied himſelf to them 
immediately, with little other Help, but what 
he had within himſelf, and the beſt Prints of 


the Originals in the Learned Tongues, and their 
Tranſlations in the Learned, Modern, in 
both which he was a great Maſter. 


Thus, however, he firmly and vigorouſly „ 
— 4 ſo far in the ſingle Study of the 
ipture, that long before his Enlargement, he 


divers Parts of the Bible. What is become of 
them, I know not. If they are either imbezellI'd, 


or ſuppreſs d, no doubt, it is to the Da- 
mage of the Church; ſince the Native Thoughes 


of a Great Man are generally, at leaſt, as .--Y 
a5 the at He * * 


Perhaps you will ſay, he might be able to 
+» 3% : 


2. 
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and the Variety of 
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Learning he had laid up 


in it beforehand : And I make no Doubt but 


him 


But what was very 


orthy 


Oracles, to 


ole were an exceeding great Aſſiſtance to 


7 Remarkable, and for 
which I am bold to produce him as an Inftance : 

your Imitation in this Particular, I know, = 
often heard to profeſs folemnly, That in 


ſity to the aſſiduous Contemplation of the 


igh it by it ſelf, as 


it were, in the Ballance of the Sanctuary. 


Had I not been a 
one Particular behind, 


render you 
for your Maſter's Uſe, 


adds, Veſſels of Honour. 


= 


y ſo tedious, there is 


on which I ought moſt 

juſtly to have expariated, 

name; and it is that touching the Manner of 

your Converſation; that it be ſuch, as may 

Veſſels not only F ago, uh bur meet 
Je, and, 


which now I can only 


as St. Paul alſo 


I would 
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I would > Co = nd, to 8 
your Character, not Innocency, | 
— but (as much — Frailties will 
allow) che Comelineſs, and the Amiableneſs of 
every Word, and _ = Lives: That 
| you eſpecially would nor ſtrive to follow . 
. whatſoever Things are true, or honeſt, or juſt, hat 
{| ' moreover, what Things are pure, and love- 
ly, and of good Report; that you would think 
on theſe Things, not only if there be any Virtue, 
| but if there be any Praiſe of Virtue. - © 
From you, my Brethren, it may well be ex- 
pected, that your Behaviour ſhould not only be 
— but, if hw be itted * 
ſay, ſomething more t ictly unblameable, 
3 ein but alſo to- 
wards them who as yet are without; that you 
ſnould not only keep your Minds clean, your 
Hands unpolluted, your Tongues well-govern d, 
your whole Courſe of Life ſpotleſs, and upright, 
and your Conſciences undefiled, but alſo 
Comſciences void o „ that totvards Men, | 
as well as towards GOD: That. you may be not 
| only exemplary in your Families, in your Pa- 
| riſnes, in he Nei bouring Country, in the 
| whole Church of SOD to the Gentry, to the 
Laity, to your Brethren of the Clergy, to the 
Commonalty of our Communion, for your 
Lo Juſtice, 


7 — * 1 i 
__ 


e 
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uſtice, Modeſty, Sobriety, Prudence, Quietneſs, 
— Obedience to Superiors; ES you 
„ and —_ | 
an 0 Humility, Long - ſuffering, good 
Will, 200d W iſhes, Condeleenfon, and Aﬀa- 
bilicy, even beyond the Church it ſelf, to the 
very Enemies of it: That towards all Men you 
would ſweeten the Gravity of your Behaviour, 
and ſoften the Strictneſs of your Converſation, 
with the Gentleneſs, and Suavity of your Man- 
ners: That you would take ſpecial Care, as 
neverto be obſtinately in the Wrong; ſo, when 
you are ſure you are in the ” even then 
never to be too rigidly, auſterely, or moroſely, | 
in the Right: That by all reaſonable Reſpects, 
mild and 83 and not only by 
a ready Return, by a chearſul Prevention 
of all Chriſtian good Offices ; 2 even by 
making your very Oppoſitions, Contenti- 
ons al thos that differ from you, it you ſhall 
happen to be forced to any, as humane and 
friendly, and eaſy to be intreated as poſlible ; 
by all this, you may do your Part to put to Si- 
lence the Ignorance of fooliſh and unreaſonable 
Men. knows but = may convert, and 
gain ſome of them? ho knows, but by 


56 The 


—— 


our thus follozoing not only Righteouſneſs, and 
Faith ber Par — Charity; 6 by your being 
2 | | not 


yy 
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not only apt to teach, but gentle to all Men, and 
_—_ i Meekmeſ inſfructing thoſe that Ky 

themſel ves; who knows, if by theſe Means ( 
perad venture will give the fierceſt Adverſaries 

of our Church Repentance to the acknowledging 
of the Truth? Moſt certainly by theſe Means, 
or by no other, in all human Probability. 

I cannot now enlarge, as I wonld, on this 
| moſt Neceſſary and Seaſonable Argument. But 
unqueſtionably by thus keeping your ſelves free 
from ty Cenſoriouſneſs, and untractable 
Peeviſhnels, and ſullen Darkneſs of Life, and 


; Jo cs he cnt 
Virtues, you will, in the beſt Way, teach and 
convince all that diſſent from you, how un- 
worthy ſuch « Pharifaical Gar and Diſpo- 
fition is of the true Chriſtian Liberty, or Se- 


verity. ey : 
ave, ſedate, decent, 


| In ſhort, by ſuch a 
charitable Courſe, and Colour of your whole 


Lives, you will do your ſelves, efpecially 
Church it ſelf, wherever the is ſer in a true 


Light, pct gps 
weet, meek, . pacifick Temper, of 
any Church in the Chriſtian World. 1 
- I conclude therefore, whoever among her 
2 N Teachers, 


| 8 


* — 


»— 
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tion, which our Church preſcribes towards all 


Teachers, and Fathers, as you and we are, 
ſhall nor do their utmoſt, to attain to this gen- 
tle obliging, charming Manner of Converſa- 


Men, Adverſaries as well as Friends, I muſt re- 
peat what our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to his Diſ- 
ciples, on the like Occaſion, They know not 
what Spirit they 2 
There is One or Two ſhort Requeſts more I 
which chiefly reſpect me, as 
Biſhop; and then I ſhall give 


am to make 
your unwo 


Eaſe to your Patience. 


One is to intreat, That you would be exceed- 
ing watchful, and indeed religiouſly ſcrupulous, 


for whom you give Certificates and Teſtimo- 


nials. For what ſome of you, perhaps out of 


Way poſſible of 


228 % „ . 
and not being able to reſiſt Importu- 
nity, may at firſt think to be only a Matter of 
Form, 8 1 * 4 
without, of the — — or ſufficient En- 
dowments of the Perſons, but only by yours, 
and the like Teſtimonies. The Law of the 
Land appoints that Method to me, and almoſt 


conſmes me to it. Whereas if you make this 


x to be only a Buſineſs of 


wate Favour, or Par- 
rialiry, nor of publick Judgment, and Canſ- 


ence, 


— * 
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ence, I may chance to be led into very miſchie- 
vous, and ſometimes irraparable Miſtakes; only 
by that, which you may eſteem but as a Piece 
of Baſhfulneſs, and good Breeding: I may be 
induced to lay Hands on the Ignorant, and Un- 
worthy, meerly by the Authority of your 

Names, the ſubſcribing of which you might 
| think to be only an of common Huma- 


My next and laſt Requeſt to you, at this 
Time, ſhall concern your Curates. This it may 
ſuffice only to intimate to you. I know, I need 
not ſpend many Words on it in this Aſſembly ; 
becauſe there is but a very ſmall inconſiderable 
Number of Pluraliſts in my Dioceſe. I am 

perſuaded, they will be found upon Inquiry 


. the feweſt of any in England. 


I cannot bur tay, I could be very well con- 
tent there were more: Eſpecially if all, ſo qua- 
lied, would be ri y true to the Church, 
in their Choice of Subſtitutes, where they can- 
not always reſide themſel ves 0 

For, as I will frankly own, I never yet heard 
an invincible Objection, againſt the prudent Al- 
lowance, and moderate Ule of Pluralities; but 
only ſome plauſible popular Ones againſt the 
Abuſe of them; —_ 2 
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with, as any others can be: So, I verily believe, 
were this Legal Indulgence to the Clergy ſo 
carefully obſerved every where, as, among di- 
vers other good Ends of it, to furniſh us with 
a Race of painful, learned, godly Curates; who, 
by this Way of Probation, may make, and ſhew 
_ themſelves worthy to be promoted to a higher 
Charge; there Pluralities would be ſo far from 
being a Scandal, or Prejudice, that they would | 
conduce to the and Defence, as well 
as they do to the Eaſe, and Ornament, of the 
. 
The great Obligation then I am to lay upon 
you; you, I mean, whom it does at preſent 
concern; is this, That you would be very Un- 
movably faithful to me, to your ſelves, and 
to the whole Church of GOD, in the Perſons, 
whom, on juſt Occaſions, you ſhall offer to me 


to be your Curates. 1 
I do not only intend, that you ſhould never 
Curates, who 


Own or Patronize any as your 
7 eat that Colour, by 


really are not fo, that 
falſe Titles, __y may flip into Holy. Orders: 
But I ſpeak of ſuch Inſtances where you really 
have need of, and the Law allows you to have 
Curates. In ſuch Caſes, it is my earneſt Intreaty, 
that you would not only keep all the Legal 

Times of your own Reſidence, and Wr 


De to bis C 


a 


and nor only afford our Curates a liberal 
Maintenance in your Abſence; Lite! Iams. 


IA, hy bo rs but for 
their ſome kind of Hoſpitality too, 
EEE SDS 
| „who are ter Age Experienc 

— watch over ye 7 hw as — 
| low-Labourers, your Friends, your Probatio- 
ners, for whoſe Improvement in Divine Learn- 
155 Ses, Converſation, and Abilities of 
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of our Souls 


— 1 8 
15 ele or indeed of any 
other Means, than by living up, 1 
vate Converſation, to the Religion you proſeſs, 
ag . 2 in your publick Office 
EET 


1 8 at your 
Primitive; in its Order 
Diſcipline moſt 


your Fel- 


K 
Bad os 


chat well deſerves. 
Hands; being i in its Faith moſt: 
moſt Apoſtolical; in its 
Moderate; in its-Charity moſt 
2 in its Devotions moſt Spiritual, as to 

the 


I, maſt be anſwerable to 
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the Subſtance; moſt Decent as to the Circum- 
ſtances. In few Words, in its Intereſts it is in- 
violably united with the Laws and Rights, with 
the Well-being, I had almoſt faid with the Be- 
ing, of the Engliſh Nation and Government: In 
its Principles, it is irreconcilable with the In- 
rereſts of Popery, and the only im ble 
Defence againſt its Return into this Land: 
Which it is much to be lamented, that the Diſ- 
{enters will not ſee, and are therefore Diſſen- 
ters, ſince it is Evident, the Papiſts themſelves 
| have always ſeen it, but too well 
What then remains? But that 
ans, as Engliſh Men, as Church-Men, we ſhould 
all make it our principal, our only great Con- 


Cern, r CCI Mercies, 
that all of our Character, t t 


the Nation, would make it theirs, to repreſent 
to the World the true Excellencies of ſuch a 
Religion, and ſuch a Church, by our Do- 
Arine and Example, with Induſtry and Vigi- 
lance, with Stedfaſtneſs and Courage, in Meek- 
neſs of Wiſdom, and with Zeal according to 


Knowledge. 3 
ſhall all, in this Manner, devote 


And if we 
our ſelves to this Work, we may then be aſ⸗ 
fared, that the ſame Promiſe, Sk car Loc 
— Chriſt, 
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